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Prov'd by the Proceedings of a Moderate Corporation, 
in a plain, and Familiar 


LEITIER;, 3 


To a Burgeſs of Derby, +. 
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Quos Jupiter vult perdere, prius dementat. 


Honeſt Neighbour, 


Muſt Acknowledge the Conduct of the Corporation of Derby, 
for ſome Years paſt, hath occaſion d m many ſerious Thoughts, 
but nothing ever ſurprizd me ſo much, as their calling in 
the Town and Country to be made Burgeſſes. This has caus d 
me to conſider the Intent and Deſign of the Crown, in making 
Corporations, and what a Corporation is. A Corporation is a Body 
Politick, conſtituted by the King's Charter, whereby they are in- 
veſted with Authority, to protect and defend (not to deſtroy) the 
Rights and Privileges of ſuch Perſons, as ſhall be capable to Enjoy 
em by proper Qualifications mention'd in that Charter. And the 
King, viz. King Charles II. appoints this Corporation to be Tru- 
ſtees, for the Community of Perſons ſo qualify d, or to be qualify d, 
as the Charter Directs, to protect and defend the ſaid Community, 
and every individual Member thereof, in theic Rights and Privileges, 
ted to 'em by that Charter, againſt all Perſons who ſhall pre- 
ume to invade 'em. To oblige 'em to the Performance whereof, 
the King has appointed an Oath to be taken by every Member, 
upon his Admiſſion into the Corporation, that he will to the beſt 
of his Power in all things, _—_ it's Intereſt, Now the n, 
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of the Corporation of Derby Act, as if they had Rights and Privileges 

of their own, independent of, oppoſite to, and inconſiſtent with the 
Rights of the Community of Burgeſſes; whereas they have no ſuch 
Rights, and have only an executive Power as Truſtees, to take care 
of the Rights of the Community of Burgeſſes, for whoſe Preſervation 
and Advantage they were only conſtituted a Corporation. And in 
my humble Opinion, the Actions of the Corporation, are the very 
Reverſe to the Deſign of their Inſtitution ; for inſtead of defending 
and preſerving the Burgeſſes Rights, they proſtitute em all to their 
own vile Ends of Covetouſneſs and Ambition, aſſume to themſelves 
an Arbitrary and Tyrannical Power, and forget their own darling 
Doctrine, that Governors are not appointed for any good to them- 
ſelves, but for the good of the governed, which when = ceaſe to 
be, they are no longer Magiſtrates, but Tyrants, and may be depos d, 
dragg'd about the Streets, and what not 2 How Happy 1s it then for 
this Corporation, that they Govern Honeſt Paſſive-Obedient-Tories, 
ſeeing they have made themſelves thus Obnoxious to this dirty Pu- 
niſhment. You ijnuſt obſerve Neighbour, that this defiling Doctrine 
is Whiggiſh, and by no means to be put into Practice by coſe who 
are of better Principles ; but you muſt wait with Patience, till you 
be relieved by a Superior Power ; (which in all humane probability 
can't be long,) till en you muſt be Paſſively-Obedient. Now 
Neighbour let me exhlain the matter a little to you, a Man of a 
ſmall Capacity may ung and it. You muſt conſider then that the 
Corporation may, and ought to procure, what further Privileges 
and Advantages they can, for the Community for whom they are 
Truſtees ; buc they cannot abridge or take any of your Privileges 
away, being they were granted to you by the King, and the Cor- 
poration was appointed by the ſame Power to be Truſtees to 
preſerve 'em, and others you have by preſcription, and I ſuppoſe 
the Law will allow that title. Conſider further what Qualifications 
are Requiſite, to make a Burgeſs of Derby by the Charter. (And'I 
ſuppoſe the King deſign'd That for the Rule of the Corporations 
Actions.) And then conſider what Privileges appertain to him, and 
whether the Corporation has not invaded em all. A Burgeſs of 
Derby, regularly ſo by the Charter, ought either to ſerve. 7 Years 
Apprenticeſhip to one that is a Burgeſs, or elſe: he muſt be the Son of 
one, who was a Burgeſs at the Time of his Birth; and he has theſe 
Privileges, firſt, to Trade within the Burrough, Secondly, to Vote 
for the Electing Burgeſſes to Repreſent the Borough, and Thifdly, 
to have Right of Common, and other ſmall Privileges of TRE 
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Now Neighbour, I think tis manifeſt, that the Corporation has inva- 
ded all theſe Rights. Is there a Trade in Town that they have not 
betray'd, by their ſelling for a Summ of Money the Rights of that 
Trade, to Perſons not Qualify'd by the Charter, tho' they have 
been apply d to, with all the Tenderneſs Imaginable by the injur'd 
Perſons ? Is it not a moſt Shameful Impoſition, that after the Bur- 
geſſes have given a conſiderable Summ of Money, and undergone 7 
Years Slavery, to Qualify 'em for the Privileges and Rights of the 
Corporation, that the Corporation ſhall Sell thoſe Rights and Privi- 
leges, which the Burgeſſes had fo purchas'd, and in which the Cor- 
poration ought to defend 'em ? And as for Voting, 'tis a Privilege 
ranted by the King in his Charter, as a further Encouragement to 
nduſtry: That Burgeſſes that become ſo by the Rules of the Char- 
ter, ſhall have a Right to Vote for Members to Repreſent 'em in 
Parliament. And the Deſign of the Kings Favour towards 'em 
is, that ſuch Members may Repreſent their Grievances in Par- 
lament, in order to have em Redreſsd, or elſe may procure 
new Privileges for the Advantage of Trade, or elſe may divert 
ſome Proceedings, that might be Prejudicial ta it. Now the 
Corporation by their arbitrary ſwearing Perſons, that have no 
Right as well Country-men as Townſ-men, in effect takes away 
the Privilege of every Burgeſs regularlv ſo, according to the Char- 
ter ; for tho' they don't deprive you of your Liberty of voting, 
yet by their adding ſo many falſe Burgeſſes, and allowing them a 
Liberty to vote, they give the Power of Elections from you, who 
have a Right to ele& by the Charter, to thoſe that have really 
none. But perhaps the Corporation will urge on their behalf, that 
in Mr. Francey's Mayoralty, ſeveral Gentlemen were {wore Bur- 
geſſes that had no Right. To which I anſwer, that I don't, nor 
can't vindicat?s the Matter in Strictneſs, but mult acknowledge that 
in my Opinion ic was done by en Exceſs of Power; But yet [ 
wou'd have you conſider what a vaſt Difference there is in the Ca- 
ſes, and then judge of the Sincerity of the Actions. When Mr. Harpur 
and Mr. Stanbop: were Repreſentatives of this Borough without Op- 
poſition, ſeveral Gentlemen of the County appear'd at the Town- 
hall, out of reſpect to the Candidates the Pay they were to be re- 
turn'd. And you muſt conſider farther, that the Corporation ad 
then reſolv'd to have a Bill brought into Parliament for making ti. 
River Derwent navigable. And ſeveral Gentlemen being then upon 
the Bench, who might ſerve or diſſerve the Corporation very much 
in that Affair, ſome. of em having great Eſtates upon the River, 
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whoſe Conſent muſt be obtained before the paſſing the Bill, and 
others were Members of Parliament, as Mr. John Curzon, Mr. Coke, 
and Mr. Sacheverel ; therefore the Corporation with a very good De- 
ſign made 'Them Burgeſles, thereby obliging chem by their Burgeſs- 
Gaths to promote the intended Bill, and it had fo good Effect, that 
it paſs d the Houſe of Commons, tho it had et! 2 Misfortune to be 
thrown out of the Houſe of Lords, by the I-tereſt of His Grace 
William Duke of Devonſhire then Lord High Steward of this Corpo- 
ration. Now Neighbour, I hope you'll allow ſomething of Reaſon 
in this Caſe, and that there was a Deſign to do the Corporation ve- 
ry great Service by it. But what have theſe glorious Patriots to 
25 for themſelves for ſwearing a Gang of King-reſiſting-Hoadleyans, 
Who are known by nothing more than a fiery Zeal for Moderation, 
and a guilty Paleneſs in their Faces, when ever they hear any men- 
tion of the inherent independent Rights of the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
.and yet at the ſame time denying thoſe Perſons. their Oaths that 
were indiſputably qualified by the Charter. Can they expect any 
thing leſs than that the Crown will take the Power out of their 
Hands, whoſe Principles and Endeavors are to deſtroy it, and give 
it to ſuch Perſons who wou'd ſacrifice their Lives and Fortunes co 
preſerve it? I muſt own they ſeem to me to be infatuated to court 
their own Ruin, and to be frantick with their overmuch Zeal for 
Moderation. Does not this look Neighbour as if the Majority of 
the Corporation had forgot their Oaths they took at their Admiſſion, 
and inſtead of doing the beſt Service they can to the Community 
of Burgeſſes of the Corporation, for whom they are Truſtees, they 
do em the moſt Miſchief. How ſtrangely do they betray their own 
Weakneſs 2 (Nay Modeſty wou'd even allow me to call it by a worſe 
Name) that they ſhou'd thus proſtitute their Characters for ſuch an 
inſignificant Tool of an inſignificant Party, However, 'tis a Manife- 
ſtation of their Power, even of working Miracles, inaſmuch as it 
has even made the Whigs aſham'd, and own their Party in the 
wrong. Well Neighbour, don't be diſcourag'd, but bear up with a 
good Heart, and don't think all your Rights will be ſuffer'd to be 
quite gobbled up by this Turkey Corporation, for know that you 
have a Queen and Parliament that really abhor arbitrary Power, as 
much as the Whigs pretend to abhor it, when they want it, tho' 
775 always exercis d it to the laſt Degree, when ever the King- 
dom was ſo miſerable, as to be under the Scourge of their Govern- 
ment: I had almoſt ſaid, and always will, but that Lam 7 ag 
ticipated by that joyful Conſideration of the late Turn of A — 


. I. 
and ſeaſonable Check of whiggiſh Tyranny, ſo that (God be thank d, 

and next to him the beſt of Queens) we may NOW truly apply 
the Motto to our ſeives this happy 1711, which their Forefathers 
inſcrib'd upon their Broad Seal (after that Whiggiſh Doctrine had 

had its fatal natural Iſſne by the Murder of che King in 648.) 

IN THE FIRST YEAR OF FREEDOM BY GOD's BLES- 

SING RESTOR'D. And oh! That it had never been applicable 

to the Royal Throne (I tremble to relate it} that has even been in 

Captivity to the very Eſſence of Whiggiſm The lace Junto. But how 

are our Hearts filld with Gladneſs, and our Tongues with Joy. 

Now when we can ſay, that the Queen is free as well as her Subjects. 

Oh | was ever the Fountain of Liberty in Bondage, and that of Sla- 

very Triumphant ! Tis a Thought that even chills my Blood, and 

lays my Tongue in Fetters. But as the Queen was pleas'd 

to ſay in her Speech at the Concluſion of the laſt Seſſion of Parfa- 

ment, that nothing could be too difficult for a Parliament that was 
ſo well affected to the Conſtitution both in Church and State; ſo we 

to our great Happineſs may make an Addition, and ſay, what may 

not England expect from ſuch a Queen and ſuch a Parliament: No- 
thing leſs than (like the Sun) to diſpel thoſe Storms and Clouds of 
Whiggiſm that have lately hover'd over our Sion. And in a great 
Meaſure we ſee it effected, and the Patriots of Whiggiſm with Scorn 
and Shame driven from the Royal Throne of Juſtice, not dating to 
be weigh'd in the Ballance, becauſe they knew they ſhou d be found 
wanting, and may they never more appear, unleſs it be to receive 
the Wages of their Sin. TI have now finiſhed the Two firſt Particu- 
lars, the Corporations Invaſion of the Rights of Trade, and their 
Creation of Burgeſſes, and before I proceed to the Third, I ſhall 
beg leave to digreſs a little and interlard the whole with a Savory 
Inſtance of their abominable Partiality in diſpoſing of publick Chari- 
ty Money, for which they were appointed Truſtees : For although 
a Man be never ſo well qualified forit, according to the Will of the 
Donor either as to his Trade or Poverty. If He won't ſwim down 
the Stream of Faction with them, they have no Bowels of Compaſiion, 
but will inſult over the wretche's Misfortune, when according to the 
Deſign and Will of the Donor, he ſhould be relieved, and perhaps 
for that very reaſon for which he and his Family now ſuffer, the In- 
ſtance I ſhall give of the diligence of the Corporation in applying 
charity Money to make votes is this; one bite formerly left a conſi- 
derable Sum of Money to the Corporation, to be lent to 6 or 8 poor Bur- 
geſſes, ſome 25 l. and others 204, a piece for 10 Years without * 
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And it happen d to be the time of diſpoſingof the Money immediately 
after the laſt Election, and to my Knowledge the Money was promiſed 
to 50 Perſons at leaſt, tho but 6 or 8 could have it; and accordingly 
it was diſpos'd of to ſo many Perſons who had promis'd upon that 
account to Vote for the Whig-intereſt, without any regard to the 
Qualifications of the Perſons, whilſt ſeveral Perſons that were quali- 
fied according to the Donor's Will, and made their application for 
it, were rejected becauſe they voted for the Church intereſt. And 
as to the common Paſtures which ought to be diſpos'd of to the poor 
Burgeſſes without diſtinction, they uſe the ſame partiality with reſpect 
to them, as they did in the diſpoſal of the Publick Money. Theſe 
proceedings (no doubt) will be a mighty Inducement to all well 
diſpos'd Perfons to appoint the Corporation of Cerhy Truſtees for 
their Charity. And therefore, I have added two Advertiſements very 
appoſite to. this purpoſe, having now done with the digreſfion, I 
ſhall but juſt mention the laſt Privilege belonging to the Burgeſles, 
which is right of Commons which the Corporation have diſpos'd of. 
But as that was the Action of the whole Body, and not of a Party, I 
ſhall forbear to make any Reflection upon it, but may modeſtly ſay, 
that by the late ſtrange Proceedings of making theſe baſtard n d 
they have encreas d the number of Commoners upon that ſmall part 
yet remaining. And therefore, I think the leaſt the Corporation 
could have done, ſhould have been to have obliged all the ſpurious 
Burgeſſes to have paid 20 J. a piece to have been laid out for the 
benefit of the common Burgeſſes, by way of Recompence for the 
Invaſion of their Privileges. But they have ſo many ſins of Com- 
miſſion to anſwer for, that I wont charge them with the ſins of 
Omiſion, but charitably believe they forgot (their Stomachs being 
full and their Heads empty) and 'tis a Privilege only by preſcription 
and not by the Kings Charter, and therefore thall only ſay, that they 
are however bound in Conſcience to lay out what Money they 
can ſpare out of their own Pockets, (which F am afraid wont be 
much ) for the Benefit of the Poor Burgeſſes, And now I ſhall con- 
clude with a hearty wiſh (that they may ſee their Errors, I had like 
to have ſaid and be aſham'd, forgetting they were Whigs) and that 
their future Proceedings may be ſuch as to give no occaſion to ſuch 
melancholy Cogitations. But this is a Reformation which indeed is 
very much to be wiſh'd, but not to be hop'd for, for ſuch is the ob- 
ſtinacy of the Whigs, that I will be bold to affirm, A Man 
may as well Preach in a Battle, or make a Speech to a great 


Gun, 
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Gun, as endeavour to convince thoſe by Reaſon that contend for 
Power; however Neighbour, I have eas d my mind. If they amend 
I ſhall rejoice at it, if not, you ſhall hear from me again. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Hoever either Modern Whigs or Moderate Churchmen ) 
has an inclination to be inſtrumental in carrying on the 
Good Old Cauſe after his Deceaſe, and as a mind to leave 1000 /. 
1500 J. 20001, or a greater or leſſer Sum, for procuring factious Mem- 
bers of Parliament to be elected and return'd, he may appoint the 
Corporation of Derby, his Truſtees. N. B. He need not mention any 
thing of his deſign in his Will, becauſe it would be a ſhame to do 
that, he may pretend to leave it for the Maintenance of ſo many 
poor Widows, or for bringing Children up in Learning, and then 


putting em out to Trades, or ſetting up decay'd Tradeſmen, But 
be may depend upon't they'll give a good Account of it every 


Election. 

And further, the Corporation of Derby does hereby give Notice, 
that if Mr. Samuel Goodwin of Derby, will be pleas d to endow the 
Pariſh Church of St. A!kmunds in Derby, and will be pleas'd .o allow 
the Corporation the right of Patronage. He may aſſure himſelf, and 
the World, that if ever the Orthodox Clergy of the Church of En- 
gland ſhould happen to be ſequeſtred and deſtroy'd (as they hope 
they will, and 4 uſe their utmoſt endeavours to effect it.) They 
do hereby promiſe to appoint one of their own Body to ſupply the 
Place, and will likewiſe take Care to receive the Benefits ; and they 
further aſſure him, that there are ſome among them that have for- 
merly had an excellent Knack at Praying and Preaching, and their 
Bowels Yearn for an Opportunity of trying their Faculties once 
again, and tis thought if ever they ſhould, they will moſt of em 
prove to be gifted. 


Nite, That a paper of this Nature will be publiſh'd immediately 
after every Common hall, Court of Trials, or Election of Burgeſſes, 
&c. Recounting the Juſtice of the Proceedings of the Worthy Cor- 


poration of Derby. It will be beſt known by the Name of the Derby 
Mercury. 


By an Abborrer of all King-killing Do&rines. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Writer of this Letter thinks. fit to advertiſe the Reader, 
125 that whereas he (living at a conſiderable diſtance from Derby, 
and having no opportunity to conſult the Charter of that Corpora- 
tion) has given it the Foundation of moſt of the Corporations of 
England, and accordingly has deriv'd moſt of the I 
ing to the Burgeſſes from the Crown by its Charter. He doth hereby 
acknowledge, that ſince his ſending the Letter to the Preſs, he has 
been inform'd that the Town of Derby was a Borough, having Bur- 
geſſes, who did enjoy certain Privileges by Preſcription, before the 
firſt Charter of Incorporation granted by King Fobn, by which, and 
ſeveral other Charters of the Kings of this Realm, all the Privileges 
which they then enjoy'd were confirm'd to em. And-tho' he does not 
know that this laſt information is true, not conceiving how any. Per- 
{on or Perſons ſhou'd be poſſeſs d of diſtinct Privileges from their 
fellow Subjects, unleſs from the Crown, the Fountain of all Power. 
Yet he thinks fit (to obviate all Objections that might be made of 
his willingly miſrepreſenting the Conſtitution of the Corporation) 
to adress the Reader, that tis a matter of no moment, for all the 
Difference is this, that he in his Letter made the Crown the original 
of the Burgeſſes Privileges, and by this account they were enjoy d 
by Preſcription, and confirm d to em by the Crown, Tis not mate- 
rial which is the truth, for the Deſign of this Letter is only to ſhew 
that the Corporation has betray d the Rights and Privileges of the 
Burgeſſes, either immediately deriv'd to em by the Kings Charters, 
or confirm'd to em by the Crown. The Author wou'd not be 
thought to accuſe the whole Corporation, being inform'd that there 
are many. Men of Sincerity and honeſt Principles among em, who 

abhor the Proceedings of the corrupt Majority. 


— — — mW © * * — * 2 _ 


The Reader is deſir'd to correct the Errors of the Preſ; thus, 
P 3. Line 12. inſtead of by the King read by Parliament, p. 2. J. 13. 


after, ceaſe to be, read, (and the People are Fudges when they do (0) 
9 7.10 4 f or Whigs r. Whig, for Church-men r. nth bs 
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